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The Hainesville Crossroads 

•   Sunday morning worship 9:30 
AM; YouTube live broadcast 
beginning at 9:30 or available 
on demand follow-
ing the service; 
parking lot service 
available Sunday 
mornings on 92.3 
FM 

•  Tuesday Dec 6 
Book Club   

•  Men’s Bible study meets 
Wednesdays at 8 AM  

•  W-ELCA Christmas Lunch Cel-
ebration December 13th Noon 

• Church Council meets Mon 
Dec 19th at 6:00 PM  

• CHRISTMAS EVE worship ser-
vice will be in person on Dec 
24th at 4:00 PM.  

The nominating committee 
would like you to know that in 
2023 the church will need to 
elect: 

• A Council President (3yr term) 

• An auditor (2yr term) 
• Nominating committee (3) 1yr 

each 
• Synod delegates (2) 1yr each 

A publication of Hainesville Lutheran Church—An ELCA  Congregation Month at a Glance 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him every-
thing was made, and without him not one thing was made that has been 
made. (John 1:1-3 EHV) 
 
  LOOK WHO’S COMING FOR CHRISTMAS 
 Every year, a boy dreamed of a white Christmas.  Yet as far back as he 
could remember, December rains transformed the cracked earth into a kaleido-
scope of color: lush green grass, robust reds of poinsettia bushes, plush pur-
ples of jacaranda trees, piercing pinks of bougainvillea vines. 
 But he wanted a Christmas like the ones he had heard of in carols or 
seen in movies.  He dreamed of fluffy snow, sleigh rides, and family visits.  
But he lived a thousand miles south of the equator and thousands more from 
extended family.  For any of those dreams to become reality seemed impossi-
ble and difficult.  Then, one year, his grandparents came for Christmas! 
 They flew across continents and an ocean for a visit.  That was ex-
tremely special—better than snow. 
 God created us for connection.  We want to love and be loved uncondi-
tionally.  But sin makes that impossible for us.  Sin causes cruel slurs and cold 
shoulders that dampen Christmas cheer.  Sin is why that chair once warmed by 
mother now sits empty, that home once filled with a child’s laughter now ech-
oes with eerie silence.  Sin makes love conditional.  Sin slams the door on 
companionship.  Sin separates us from the ones we love and from God, who 
loves us unconditionally. 
 Today (Christmas) we rejoice that God so loved us.  He came to join 
us to himself and one another.  God, the Creator of all, is our Savior!  The One 
who knit together in his mother’s womb and born of the virgin Mary.  The 
One who created light out of darkness came as child to bring life out of his 
death.  His holy, precious blood purifies us from all guilt and transforms us 
from loners to beloved of the Father. 
 It’s in our nature to want to connect.  We want to be loved.  That child 
who came to earth from heaven is proof that we are.  We want to know that 
we aren’t alone.  That tiny baby born in Bethlehem is proof that we are not. 
 Are you spending this Christmas with family?  Even if you aren’t, you 
can still celebrate that God came into our human family so that we might 
spend eternity in his. 
 
Creator and Savior, you make every Christmas special.  Thank you for 
coming to earth, dying for me, and creating in me a pure heart by your 
Spirit.  Amen. 

Nominating Committee 
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Reports Due 
soon for  

Annual Report 

Book Club for December 

The  Crossroads volume 1• number 12 

Book Club for January 

Please have your year end report 
into the office by the first week of 
January. Besides council com-
mittees, there should be reports 
from all aspects of the life of Haines-
ville: Sunday school, men’s break-
fast, quilters, book club, the Wom-
en’s group, and the Family Choir.  

Greetings! 
 
2022 ~ Holiday Season!  We will be having a “Secret Santa” project this Holiday Season. 
It’s with hope we can continue this “project” at Hainesville Church. Once we get a “family” 
from the school we will send an update of everything we find out.  
 
Please send All contributions directly to Hainesville Church by check in the mail.  Or leave 
an offering in the offering plate on Sunday morning.  (Memo section write Secret Santa) 
 
Deadline: December 4, 2022 
Thank you as always.....God Bless 
 

CHRISTMAS “Secret Santa” SHARING PROJECT 

This is a shorter book that can be enjoyed while busy with 
the many things that we do before Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas.  It is available on Hoopla which is free from the library 
and available on audio book so you can listen while your 
hands are busy with something else.  The Mitford series has 
moved the hearts on millions of fans.  Shepherds Abiding, 
which is accompanied here by two additional short stories.  
When Father Tim finds a battered nativity scene in an antique 
shop, he embarks on a jumble endeavor to save it.   

The WELCA will be meeting 
on December 13th with their 
Christmas celebration.  All are 
welcome to this event.  They 
will be having a gift exchange 
of $10.00 or less as part of the 
activities.  A Sign-up sheet is 
posted in the basement for the 
goodies for the day.  Come 
and enjoy this fun day with 
family and friends. 

  CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATION 

“The Lost Girls of Willowbrook” by Ellen Marie Wiseman 
 In this powerful novel of survival and resilience, New York Times 
bestselling author Ellen Marie Wiseman takes readers on a gripping, emotional 
journey as one brave young woman’s search for the truth about her sister leads 
her to an infamous institution called Willowbrook… 
 Sage Winters always knew her sister was a little different even though 
they were identical twins.  They loved the same things and shared a deep un-
derstanding, but Rosemary-awake to every emotion, easily moved to joy or 
tears-seemed to need more protection from the world.  
 Six years after Rosemary’s death from pneumonia, Sage, now sixteen, 
still misses her deeply.  Their mother perished in a car crash, and Sage’s step-
father, Alan, resents being burdened by a responsibility he never wanted.  Yet 
despite living as near strangers in their Staten Island apartment, Sage is 
stunned to discover that Alan has kept a shocking secret: Rosemary didn’t die.  
She was committed to Willowbrook State School and has lingered there until 
just a few days ago, when she went missing. 
 Sage knows little about Willowbrook.  It’s always been a place shroud-
ed by rumor and mystery.  A place local parents threaten to send misbehaving 
kids.  With no idea what to expect, Sage secretly sets out for Willowbrook, 
determined to find Rosemary.  What she learns, once she steps through its 
doors and is mistakenly believed to be her sister, will change her life in ways 
she never could have imagined….. 

“Shepherds Abiding” by Jan Karon 
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Present: Joanne Adlon, Ellen Klister, Marie 
Weber, John Melland, Gordon Hughes, 
Gene La Plante, George Sincock,  
 
Absent: Heather Haese, Linda Monahan, 
Sue Nusbaum 
 
Meeting opened at 10:36  
 
Agenda accepted, motion by George, 2nd 
by Marie Approved 
 
Worship, Music, Arts: (Gordy) 

• Organist position – Ad was put in Pulse  
        for 3 weeks with no response.  Con- 
        tacted the music store for options 

• Worked on setting up the keyboard 
where we can play music off from re-
cordings if needed. 

• Christmas is pretty much organized.  
Poinsettias will come from a Green Bay 
florist at a very reasonable price. 

• Closing Procedures for the last one 
leaving the church will be posted on 
doors. 

• The amp we were using was Dave  
         Freier’s.  He took it with him.  Council 
        approved the purchase of a new amp. 
        Motion by George, 2nd by Marie  
         Approved. 

• Old Piano – no takers.  Gordy will work 
on removing. 

 
Social Ministry: (Marie) 

• Secret Santa funds coming in nicely. 

• Quilts continue to be made 
 
Evangelism: (Linda) (presented by Joann) 

• Chairs have been purchased for out-
side with funds given by a donor. 

 
Property: (John/Gene)  

• John will cover air conditioner and 
handle remaining outside items that 
need to come in. 

• Culligan – waiting to get installed – 
Gene will follow up 

 
Education: (Heather, presented by Joanne) 

•  All is going well. 

 
President: (Joanne) 

• Fire alarm & extinguisher inspection 
passed. 

• Working with Pastor Asher on contract 
for possible new pastor. 

• Working on annual report. 

• Communion Log reviewed – minor 
changes needed.  This is required by 
the ELCA.  It is to identify voting mem-
bers.  Voting members must commune 
and contribute within a certain period 
of time. 

 
Vice President: (George) 

• Remove the masking verbiage in bulle-
tins but continue to have masks at en-
trances.  Motion by Gene, 2nd by 
George Approved 

Treasurer: (Ellen) 

• Donations received 
$300 for outside chairs 
$10,000 Stain Glass windows. 

• Raise for office manager effective 
1/1/23.  Motion by Marie, 2nd by John 
M. Approved. 

• Christmas gifts discussed. 
 
Secretary: (Sue) 

• Motion to approve previous minutes 
by George 2nd by Gene, approved 

 
Upcoming events 

• Dec 13th – Women’s group Christmas 
Party.  Noon.  

      
Stain Glass Windows: 

• The windows need to be fixed before 
adding the stain glass – George/Gene 
to contact vendor 

• Campaign for raising funds will start 
after 1st of the year. 

• It will be brought up at the annual 
meeting looking for a committee to 
work on designs and the campaign. 

 
Next Council Meeting:  December 19 6PM 

Council Minutes from Nov 20, 2022 

Birthdays for December 
Dec  1st      Hans Sawitzki 
Dec 4th       Kimberly Heindl 
      Ellie Fawcett  
Dec 6th      Sandy Swagel 
Dec 7th      Daylia Sund 
Dec 11th     Jeff Gutschow 
Dec 12th     David Grunwald 
      Emily Hanson 
Dec 13th     Bill Nusbaum 
Dec 15th     Jeff Espe 
Dec 16th     Lyle Berndt 
      Becca Larson 
Dec 18th     Bob Larson 
Dec 20th     Colleen Melland 
Dec 21st      Dave Freier 
Dec 22nd    Bill Albert 
Dec  27th    Rick Hannemann 
Dec 31st      William Markham 

Anniversaries for December 
 
Dec 3rd  MarJean & Jerry Gutschow 

The Crossroads volume 1 • number 12 

In the event of  weather related closings at church—- 
 please listen to WDOR for cancellation notices and check our Facebook page  
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 Local high school and middle 
school  concerts will happen 
this month as well as the local 
community bands. Invite a 
friend to attend with you and 
support our students and local 
musicians.  

 News from the Hainesville Family 

The Crossroads volume 1• number 12 

Hannah (Albert), Rusty (Allen), 
Lindsay (A), Tom (Angermeier),  
Devin (Bartos), Karen & Del 
(Brewer), Sharon (Burr), Eugene 
(Clark), Danielle (Davis), Carol 
(Dennis), Emery (Freiberg), Ruth 
(Grainger), Ellen (Groenwoldt), 
Mathilde & Richard (Hannemann), 
Vicki (Hannemann),  Shari 
(Krueger), Ellie (Krull), Linda (M), 
Larry (Mallien), Joe (May), Fran-
cine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi 
(P), Matthew (Roque), Alice 
(Roque-Angermeier), Hans 
(Sawitzki), Eric (Thorson), Kari 
(Uetz),  Jim (Vogel), Nick (Vogel),  
Jeanine, Joe, and the family of 
Troy Schiesser.  

There is an old saying that is so 
true.  Many hands make light work.  
Many hands went into the making, 
packing, and delivering of out 
quilts and school kits for Lu-
theran World Relief this year.  
We sent 36 quilts (11 boxes) 
and 95 school kits (8 boxes).  
Thank you to ALL who helped 
in any way this past year. 

Orders are being taken for poinsettias for the Christmas Season.  
Orders need to be into the church office before December 
18th.  They will be available for pick up following worship on 
January 1. 

 BRICK ORDERS 
Brick orders are still being taken.  Order forms 
can be found at each entrance to the sanctuary.  
Please fill them out and return to the office with 
payment.  Orders will be put on the wall in the 
Spring. 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
to be held following worship on Sunday, December 4th 
with the purpose of voting on calling a new pastor.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
  

  
 

 
 
 

 
  
 

1 
 

 
 

2 
 

3 
9:30 AM  
Decorate 
Sanctuary 

4 2nd Sunday 

of Advent 
9:30 am Wor-
ship w/Holy 
Communion  
Confirmation 

class after wor-
ship 

 
Chicken Dinner 

5 
 

6  
  
      Book club 

 
“Shepherds Abiding” 

By  
Jan Karon  

7  
8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
group 

8 
 
 

9 
  

10 
9:30 
Family 
Choir 
Practice 
 

11   3rd Sunday 

of Advent 
  9:30 am 
Worship   
Confirmation 
class after wor-
ship 

 
L-Z 

  

12 

 

13  

 
Noon W-ELCA  
 CHRISTMAS 
CELEBRATION 

  

14  
 
8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
group 

 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 

 

17 
   

18 4th Sunday 

of Advent  
9:30 am Wor-
ship W/Holy 
Communion  
Confirmation 

class after 
worship 

 
Bake Sale 

A-K    

19 
6 PM 

Church 
Council 

20 
 

 

 
 

21 
 

8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
group  
 

22 
 

 
 

23 
 
  

24 
4 PM Christ-
mas Eve 
Worship  
Service  

25 
9:30 am Wor-
ship    
NO Confirma-
tion  Dec 25th 
or Jan 1st 
 
No brunch to-
day 

26 27 
 

28 
8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast 
group  

29 
Annual report 
submissions 
due next week  

30 31 

 2022 

Page 5  Hainesvi l le  Crossroads  



 

www.hainesvillelc.org        6 

Bell Ringers Needed  

The Hainesville Crossroads volume 1 • number 12 

Hainesville  
Lutheran is a 
 fellowship of  
Christians,  
empowered by 
the Gospel, 
who share 
their faith 
through  
witness,  
service and  
hospitality 

Hainesville Lutheran Church –ELCA 

3944 County Rd M 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 
Phone: (920) 743-9806 
www.hainesvillelc.com  

GUEST COPY 
PLEASE HELP YOURSELF  

VOLUNTEER 2 HOURS OR MORE! TO “RING IN” THE 
THANKSGIVING AND  CHRISTMAS SEASON! 

 
THE SALVATION ARMY’S RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN IN 
DOOR COUNTY, WITH HELP FROM COMPASSIONATE 

VOLUNTEERS LIKE YOU, PROVIDES EMERGENCY ASSIS-
TANCE TO OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED WITH: 

 
RENT  FOOD  AUTO  UTILITIES  SCHOOL SUPPLIES   AND 

MANY OTHER AREAS 
 

PLEASE HELP THE SALVATION ARMY SERVE OUR COM-
MUNITY! 

 
Ask others to help too!  Bring a friend, family member, a boom 
box of Christmas music, dress in uniform or holiday attire, play 

your flute, trumpet or guitar, sing carols, read poetry, etc.  
Contact Nancy by phone or text at 920-883-7886 or 

nakc1@icloud.com to sign up to help 

mailto:nakc1@icloud.com

