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Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

“Ding Dong Merrily”

Peggy Odegaard

By Tedd Smith

Greeting
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God’s people on earth.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us
all.
Amen.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your
grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
7

Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
8
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
9
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations I will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for I am as a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is as my firstborn.
10

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “The one who scattered Israel will gather them,
and will keep them as a shepherd a flock.”
11
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed Jacob’s people from hands too strong for them.
12
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,

and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
13
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world that before God we should be holy and blameless in love. 5God destined us for adoption as
children through Jesus Christ: this was God’s good pleasure and will, 6to the praise of God’s glorious
grace, freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of God’s grace 8 lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight 9God has made known to us the mystery of the divine will, according to God’s
good pleasure set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in Christ,
things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of the one who accomplishes all things according to divine counsel
and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of God’s
glory. 13In Christ you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of God’s glory.
Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The Word
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through the Word, without whom not one
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in the Word was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.]
10

The light was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born,
not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was the one of
whom I said, ‘The one who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who
is close to the Father’s heart, who has made God known.
God’s Word for Today

Pastor Trent Zeitler

Hymn ELW 510

Word of God Come Down to Earth

1 Word of God, come down on earth,
living rain from heav'n descending;
touch our hearts and bring to birth
faith and hope and love unending.
Word almighty, we revere you;
Word made flesh, we long to hear you.
2 Word eternal, throned on high,
Word that brought to life creation,
Word that came from heav'n to die,
crucified for our salvation,
saving Word, the world restoring,
speak to us, your love outpouring.
3 Word that speaks God's tender love,
one with God beyond all telling,
Word that sends us from above
God the Spirit, with us dwelling,
Word of truth, to all truth lead us;
Word of life, with one bread feed us.
Text: James Quinn, Selah Publishing; Music: Johann R. Able; Public Domain

Prayers of God’s People
As we near the conclusion of the Christmas season, let us pray for God’s mercy throughout this new
year, responding to each petition with words from the first reading, “Save your people, O LORD.”
All through 2021, O redeeming God, bless your church. Renew the strength of all who serve in
communities of faith. Give us hope in your goodness and joy in your salvation. Receive our prayer,
merciful God.
Save your people, O LORD.
All through 2021, O bountiful God, bless your earth. Hold the ecosystems of this earth in the balance
you intend, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Reveal new
ways for us to live in harmony with your creation. Receive our prayer, merciful God.
Save your people, O LORD.
All through 2021, O ruling God, bless the nations of the world. Bring peace and justice where there is
violence and abuse of power. Inspire those in authority to serve the common good, and preserve
stability in the United States. Protect those who risk danger for the sake of others. Receive our
prayer, merciful God.
Save your people, O LORD.
All through 2021, O reconciling God, lead us out of patterns of prejudice and into reconciliation with
one another. Help us to honor all persons as members of your family and our siblings under your
care. Receive our prayer, merciful God.
Save your people, O LORD.
All through 2021, O loving God, give us wisdom in our resolutions and strength during hardships.
Console those who are afraid or lonely. Restore victims of violence to wholeness. Give jobs to the

unemployed. Direct us toward the solution to the world’s problems, to feed the hungry, to house the
homeless, to serve the neighbor. Receive our prayer, merciful God.
Save your people, O LORD.
All through 2021, O compassionate God, attend to those who suffer. End the pandemic. Restore
health care workers. Heal the sick. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Visit
those for whom we pray:
Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), ,
John (Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis),
Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie (Krull), Judy
(Larson), Natalie (Markham), Janet (Mettelmann) Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi (P), Mary
Lee (Riddle), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi,
& Laci (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), Laddie (Watson),
Judy (Willacker), and Jeanine. Receive our prayer, merciful God.
Save your people, O LORD.
At this beginning of 2021, O eternal God, hear our praise for all those whose lives proclaimed your
praise, especially those who died during 2020. At our end, bring us with them into the garden watered
by your mercy. Receive our prayer, merciful God.
Save your people, O LORD.
O God, you are the Beginning and the Ending of all. Receive our prayers for the sake of one who
made known to us the mystery of your will, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Blessing and Sending
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, proclaimed joy through the angels, sent the
shepherds with good news, and led the magi by a star, bless us this day + through the Word made
flesh.
Amen.
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God…and we will !!!
Hymn ELW 289

Angels We Have Heard On High

1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain

Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain
3 Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain
Words & Music: French Carol; Public Domain

